La Dalmazia by M., L. C. & Dainelli, Giotto
 
Review
Author(s): L. C. M.
Review by: L. C. M.
Source: The Geographical Journal, Vol. 53, No. 1 (Jan., 1919), pp. 53-54
Published by: geographicalj
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1780402
Accessed: 20-06-2016 04:59 UTC
 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
http://about.jstor.org/terms
 
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted
digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about
JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
Wiley, The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers) are
collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to The Geographical Journal
This content downloaded from 130.241.16.16 on Mon, 20 Jun 2016 04:59:49 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms
 REVIEWS 53
 by a bridge of twenty-four arches. The name had already appeared (as
 Polisanchin) on Fra Mauro's great map of 1459, with a picture of the bridge,
 and recurs in many maps of the century following, as well as in Mendez Pinto's
 travels (as Puxanguim). It is instructive also to see how an error or imaginary
 feature once introduced may affect cartography for centuries, and examples
 might be found in Mercator's retention, as Greenland names, of the words of
 an old Folk-song introduced by Claudius Clavus into his map of Greenland of
 the early part of the fifteenth century ; and in the part which he played in the
 propagation of the distorted hydrography of Central Africa?notably the repre-
 sentation of the Lake Sachaf or Saphat which is a perennial feature in African
 maps down to the end of the seventeenth century. While referring to this the
 present authors give a by no means complete account of the provenance of the
 feature or of its occurrence on maps. They have failed to notice that it already
 appeared on Waldseemiiller's map of 1507 or that a similar name is to be found
 in maps and literature of the previous century, no doubt derived from informa-
 tion received from Abyssinia of the headwaters of the Blue Nile. Owing to its
 subsequent transference to a far more southern region, our authors seem dis-
 posed to connect it with the Zambezi.
 E. Heawood.
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 La Dalmazia.? Dott. Prof. Giotto Dainelli. Novara: Istituto Geografico
 De Agostini. 1918. 10 lire.
 The appearance of this little geographical and statistical handbook on
 Dalmatia, a companion volume to Cesare Battisti's ' II Trentino,' is especially
 opportune at the present moment. The excellent atlas, which contains sixty
 maps, is as good a piece of work as the Istituto Geografico De Agostini has
 yet produced. Prof. Dainelli follows Battisti in the arrangement of his material,
 and covers the like ground equally thoroughly, but he is more difiuse. He
 does not attempt to tabulate his facts so systematically. To us he seems to
 devote an undue proportion of his space to a discussion of the nationality
 statistics, seeing that the Slavs far outnurnber the Italians in Dalmatia. It is
 highly probable that the official estimate of 18,028 Italians is under the mark,
 and is due to some extent to Austrian pressure ; for Austria has always played
 off the Slavs against the Italians. But except at Zara the Italians have been
 steadily losing ground of recent years. Prof. Dainelli's estimate of 80,000 is
 hardly less certainly an exaggeration on the other side.
 But the influence of the Italians is far greater than their numbers suggest.
 Italian is still the language of culture in Dalmatia. The Italians are not only
 the best educated members of the community, but they supply most of the
 initiative in business. Dalmatia undoubtedly belongs to the Slav world ; but
 that is no reason why Italy should lose her influence there. Hitherto the
 Austrian Government has always done its best to thwart Italian commercial
 enterprise.; yet under a different regime Italy might render invaluable assist-
 ance in developing the resources of the country, especially in introducing more
 scientific agricultural methods. And the building of railways from the hinter-
 land to the coast will certainly stimulate Dalmatian trade with Italy.
 Prof. Dainelli maintains that history shows that Dalmatia and Italy are
 necessary to each other. Rome and Venice ruled Dalmatia when at the
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 height of their prosperity, and those were the days when Dalmatia also was
 most prosperous. But the beginnings of modern progress undoubtedly date
 from the Napoleonic period, though, as we have seen, Dalmatia owes her
 culture to Italy. However, we do not gather that Prof. Dainelli expects to see
 Dalmatia assigned to Italy at the Peace Conference. L. C. M.
 The Fisheries of the North Sea.? Neal Green. London : Methuen & Co.
 1918. 4s. 6d. net.
 This little book has been written in order that the public might be better
 informed than at present of the possibilities and opportunities for future
 development of our magnificent heritage of the sea. The writer makes a
 strong protest against State control of Fisheries, but a very wide acquaintance
 with the literature on the subject is hardly suggested by the limited biblio-
 graphy appended. The history of fishing forms an interesting chapter, com-
 mencing with primitive man, and proceeding onwards to historic times, the
 prosperity of the Hanseatic League, the supremacy of the Dutch founded
 upon the herring fisheries, the encouragement given by Elizabeth, and the
 various alterations of the methods of fishing up to the coming of the steam
 trawler, which has done so much to revolutionize fishing. A physiographical
 description of the ocean bed is given, merging into the like of the metabolism
 of the sea, and here the author is hardly on safe ground, for he draws a some-
 what fantastic picture of the abysmal fauna. Special chapters give useful
 information on the fisheries of Scandinavia, Holland, Germany, France,
 Russia, and America, and the book ends with a letter signed by Professors
 Gardiner and Nuttall of Cambridge, which appeared in the Times a short
 time agp, anent the brine-freezmg process as applicable to fish.
 The fisheries of this country are undoubtedly a most valuable asset, not
 only as a means of food supply but as a nursery for our Navy ; and it is to be
 hoped the book will arouse greater public interest in the subject than at
 present exists. There is a good map showing the fishing-grounds, but no
 i dex. A. W.
 ASIA
 Legends of Babylon and Egypt in Relation to Hebrew Tradition.? L. W.
 King. British Academy Lectures. Oxford University Press. 1918. 3^. net.
 The geographical distribution of myths and legends is an interesting study
 for the light it may throw on the origin of religious beliefs and on the relations
 of peoples in early times. Probably no legend has more engaged the atten-
 tion of mankind than that of a universal flood. Every instructed child in
 Christendom is early inoculated with it, and confirmed in his belief by one
 of his favourite toys, Noah's ark. There are three well-known versions of the
 legend, the Babylonish, the Hebrew, and the Greek. Did these several
 versions of the story originate independently in different parts of the world,
 or are they derived from a common source ? The remarkable similarity of
 the Babylonish and Hebrew stories has not been in doubt since George Smith,
 nearly half a century ago, discovered at Nineveh amongst the relics of King
 Ashurbanipal's library the tablet on which the former was written. And it has
 not unnaturally been supposed that from it the Hebrew was derived.
 In 1912 an extremely interesting and important discovery was made at
 Nippur by the archaeological expedition sent out from the University of
 Pennsylvania. This consists of the lower part of a tablet, dating from the
 time of Hammurabi, King of Babylon, towards the close of the third millennium
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